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sented by the small harbor towns and villages lined up along the river at short 
intervals; they indicate the ancient landings of the small craft of old Gaul, and 
they are always located on the higher bank above high water level. The others 
are cities of Roman origin, such as Roanne, Digoin, Decize, Nevers, Orleans, 
Blois, Tours, Nantes, and mark the spots where a Roman highway reached the 
river. This location made them prosperous; they soon became important centers 
commercially, politically, and intellectually, so that the mention of some of 
these names evokes some .of the proudest memories of mediaeval France. This 
renders more striking the present aspect of these places in which everything 
speaks of a grandeur that is past but nothing of the present, and whose most 
modern piers and warehouses, much too large for the business which they 
accommodate, date from the eighteenth century. 

The explanation of this decay is, that in proportion as land travel improved 
and increased the drawbacks of this capricious waterway made themselves felt 
more keenly. Even the discomforts of the mail coach, according to Mme. de 
Sevigne, seemed more bearable than those of the river, and thus the court left 
the banks of the Loire for those of the Seine, and passenger and freight traffic, 
too, gradually deserted it until the advent of the steam cars dealt the last and 
deadly blow to the sloops. 

It is this process of historical development which must be made mainly 
responsible for the present condition of the Loire country, much more than 
the pretended deterioration of the waterway itself, which has been much exag- 
gerated. Generally speaking, the river is as good — or as bad — as it ever was; 
the main trouble is that transportation by land has improved. In competition 
with the old highways the river could hold its own ; it cannot, with modern roads. 
In recognition of this fact the author has undertaken the meritorious task of 
working up the existing observations on that river into an all-sided monograph, 
studying the relief, soil, and climate, of the Loire basin, the course of the river, 
its water-supply, floods, sands, ices, and the characteristics of its tributaries. 
In this way he has ascertained that the dangerous and unreliable character of 
the river is due to natural causes, namely, to the fact that the Loire enjoys, 
among the rivers of France, the fatal distinction of receiving all its principal 
tributaries from the same region, the Central Plateau. In other rivers whose 
tributaries come from various parts of the country and are also better distributed 
along their courses, a flood or drought in the basin of one of them may be 
balanced by the opposite condition of another so that neither becomes too great 
in the main river. But in the case of the Loire all the principal branches act 
simultaneously in filling or emptying its bed, so that its floods must needs become 
more devastating, and its shallows more shallow, than those of any other river. 

As this condition cannot be allowed to last, the author strongly pleads for a 
regulation of, at least, the part of the river between Nantes and Orleans or 
Briare. A navigable waterway of that length, establishing a connection between 
the 1,100 kilometers of waterways of the Loire system and the great canal system 
of France, would be the only means to re-awaken that beautiful country from 
the deadly sleep of its present condition. Martha Krug Genthe. 

POLAR 

lies Expeditions Polaires depuis 1800. Liste des etats majors nautiques 
et scientifiques. Par Jean Denuce. 159 pp. Index. Imprimerie J. van 
Hille-de Backer, Anvers. iqn. iox6j^. 
An expansion and a partial correction of the provisional list of expeditions 



Geographical Literature and Maps 221 

in the polar regions prepared by the author for the International Polar Con- 
gress which met in 1908 at Brussels. The arrangement of the list is chronologi- 
cal under each of the countries engaged in the work, the first part of the book 
containing the Antarctic record and the second part the Arctic. As far as 
possible the date, the vessel, the object of the expedition, the names of the 
officers and scientists of each party are given. The task is a large one and it is 
not strange that even a second edition contains many errors. In the American 
list, for instance, the leader of the 1861-62 expedition is given as Francis Charles 
Hall, the names of the captains of the vessels in Wilkes's fleet do not agree with 
Greely's list, the expeditions of Leonidas Hubbard, Jr., and Mrs. Hubbard in 
Labrador are entered, but Wallace's expedition is not included, and in Peary's 
1905-6 expedition appears the name of J. Ross Marvin, while in Peary's 1908-9 
expedition, E. Ross Marvin. R. M. Brown. 
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Commercial Geography. A Book for High Schools, Commercial Courses, 
and Business Colleges. By Jacques W. Redway, F.R.G.S. viii and 408 pp. 
Maps, illustrations and index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1910. 
1% x S#. 

This book, a new edition, contains thirty-nine chapters, of which two are 
given to general principles, one each to climate and topography, two to trans- 
portation, one to cities, nine to commercial products, three to the United States, 
and the remaining chapters to the rest of the commercial world. An analysis 
of the chapter contents shows that the author's object is factual. But little at- 
tempt is made to correlate the facts of commerce and manufactures with the 
reasons, either geographic or economic, for those facts. The chapters on the 
underlying factors of climate, topography, economics and sociology are short 
and incomplete and are evidently not considered very important in the treat- 
ment. The style is clear, readable, interesting. Useful review topics and well- 
chosen illustrations add to the value of the book. It seems doubtful, however, 
if this class of text books brings out the great possibilities of the subject in the 
school room, when the separate items are given without adequate consideration 
of fundamental principles. F. V. Emerson. 

Climatic Control. (Black's School Geography.) By L. C. W. Bonacina. viii 
and 167 pp. Maps, ills., index. Adam & Charles Black, London, 1911. 2s. 
7x5. 
A pleasantly written, rather superficial but interesting little book. The 
author realizes the breadth of his subject, and frankly says in his preface that 
he has only tried to prepare "a guide to help the student to observe and think 
for himself." The principles of climatology are first discussed, after which 
comes a description of the various "types of land in relation to climate," such as 
equatorial forests, tropical grass-lands, monsoon belts, sand deserts, the forests, 
grass lands and deserts of the temperate zones, polar snow deserts, and moun- 
tains. The climatic conditions of selected countries, "representative of the 
different regions of the earth," are then considered, and here we have brief 
accounts of the climates of the British Isles, Russia, Italy, Egypt, Brazil and 
Greenland. Special attention is paid to the British Isles, and many smaller 
relations of climate and man are brought out. The influence of climate upon 
man is considered in three chapters, but instead of treating this subject under 



